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Da. I believe she is sicker of that, than of anything else, sir ; if she was delivered from her gentleman she would be well enough.
Fa. What do you mean! why I intend they shall be married the week after next: the writings are a-drawing, and I designed by and by to have given her an hundred pounds towards buying her wedding-clothes.
Da. You may adjourn that awhile, sir, she has changed her mind.
Fa. Changed her mind! what do you mean ?
( The father rises up in a great passion, and walks about the room.)
Da. Dear father, do not be angry with me; 'tis no business of mine ; I had rather say no more of it, for I see it will put you in a passion: but why should you be in a passion with me ?
Fa. Not in a passion! who can but be in a passion with all of you ! Changed her mind, say you ! Ay, and I'll change my mind too; I'll never give her a groat, no, not a shilling, to any other man, that I'll promise her.
Da. I dare say, sir, she has no other man in her view.
Fa. What does she mean then! is she mad! to ruin herself thus, and stand in her own light? Does she ever expect to have such another offer ?
Da. No, I believe not, sir ; nor does she desire it.
Fa. No, nor never shall; I'll marry again, as old as I am, and give away what I have to strangers, before I'll give it to children that shall treat me thus.
Da. Will you punish, sir, the innocent with the guilty ?
Fa. Why, you are all guilty, for aught I know: